The Gospel of John

Chapter 15, Verses 12-21




Review

* General Introduction

one of the four gospels, each of which is a biography of Jesus
and an historical narrative of his life
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one of the five Johannine books, all of which are among
the last books in the Bible to have been written

written in Greek, primarily to those who already believed in
Christ, including both Jews and Gentiles




Review

* Basic Structure
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Prolog — First 18 verses of Chapter 1

Jesus Public Ministry — Until the end of Chapter 12
Private Time With His Disciples — Chapters 13-17

Trial, Death, and Resurrection — Chapters 18, 19, 20
Epilog (resurrection appearances in Galilee) — Chapter 21




Review

* Flow of the Narrative:
Prolog: the Word became flesh (1:1-18)

Introduced to Israel by John the Baptist , Jesus performed
great signs. His ministry soon surpassed John’s. (1:19-3:36)
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Retreating to Galilee, Jesus passed through Samaria where
he was recognized as the Savior of the World. (Chapter 4).

In Galilee crowds followed Jesus, but for the wrong reasons,
and they finally could not accept his teaching. All but the 12
disciples turned away from him (Chapter 6).




Review

* Flow of the Narrative:

In Judea the Jews persecuted and hated Jesus, and sought to
throw stones at him, because he healed on the Sabbath and
called God his father. (Chapters 5, 7, and 9)

Jesus described himself as the “door of the sheep” and “the
good shepherd who lays down his life for the sheep.” He
said that the Pharisees did not believe him because they were
not his sheep. Once again they picked up stones to throw at
him. So Jesus crossed the Jordan to where John had been
baptizing at first and many believe in him there. (Chapter 10)
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Review

* Flow of the Narrative:

Jesus returned to Judea, raised Lazarus from the dead, and
many believed. Over the objection of Judas, Mary anointed
Jesus with expensive ointment before he entered Jerusalem
on a donkey. Later his disciples would recognize that these
things had been in fulfillment of prophesy. God spoke from
heaven, yet the Jews questioned how Jesus could be at once
the Messiah and the Son of Man who would be lifted up. He
urged them to believe in him while they still had the chance.
At this point, Jesus public ministry ended. (Chapters 11 & 12)
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Review

* Seven Signs in John’s Gospel:
Changing water into wine (2:1-11)
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Healing the Capernaum official’s son (4:46-54)
Healing the paralytic at Bethesda (5:1-18)
Feeding the 5000 (6:5-14)

Walking on water (6:16-24)

Healing the man blind from birth (9:1-7)
Raising Lazarus from the dead (11:1-45)




Review

* Flow of the Narrative:

Meeting privately with them over supper, Jesus surprised his
disciples by washing their feet, thus teaching them an
important lesson that they would understand later. He told
them that one of them would betray him and that he was
going someplace where they could not follow. He urged
them to love one another. Peter said he would follow Jesus
anywhere, even if it cost him his life, but Jesus foretold that
Peter would deny him three times. (Chapter 13)
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Review

* Flow of the Narrative:
Seeking to comfort his disciples, Jesus said that:
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he was going to the Father to prepare a place for them, he was
the way to the Father, and having seen him, they had seen the
Father. (14:1-10)

after he returned to the Father, the Holy Spirit would come to
live in his disciples, causing them to remember, understand, and
keep his words, so that whatever they asked in his name would
be accomplished. (14:11-28)

his death would be a demonstration to the world of his love for
the Father, and certainly not a victory for Satan. (14:29-31)




Review

* Seven “l am” Statements in John’s Gospel:
The bread of life (6:35)
The light of the world (8:12)
The gate of the sheep (10:9)
The good shepherd (10:11)
The resurrection and the life (11:25-26)
The way, the truth, and the life (14:6)
The true vine (15:1)
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Review (Last 2 Weeks’ Lesson)

* The Vine and the Branches: John 15:1-11
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Jesus

Disciples

Christ-like character / works
(answered prayer)




John 15:12-15

15:12072 LOWVWE L ®DIX, TN ThHbH, T LEBH
RIEDTEEZZELEL DI, DRENELEIZELES
AYAS<3AN

15: 13 AR FDEDI-DIZBEDmEETH I L, =
NEY HREIRFZITRN,

15:145 72 =Rl LBAm T A Z & 2ITH 72 bid,
HRTBTIX-LOKTH D,

o™
i
(@)
()
~~
(o)
©
~
o0
(@)




John 15:12-15
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John 15:12-15

12 "This is my commandment, that you love one another as
| have loved you.

13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay
down his life for his friends.
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14 You are my friends if you do what | command you.

15 No longer do | call you servants, for the servant does not
know what his master is doing; but | have called you
friends, for all that | have heard from my Father | have
made known to you.




John 15:12

PIEELOWELDIZ, TN ThD, PIELBORENT-2ELE
X2, BRENRTZHEIZELAEWVR IV,
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"This is my commandment, that you love one another as | have loved
you.




John 15:12
PIEELOWELDIZ, TN ThD, PIELBORENT-2ELE
X2, BRIENTEHLEICELAVRIN,

"This is my commandment, that you love one another as | have loved
you.

* This looks back to 15:10 where Jesus says, “If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as | have
kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love.”
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John 15:12
PIEELOWELDIZ, TN ThD, PIELBORENT-2ELE
X2, BRIENTEHLEICELAVRIN,

"This is my commandment, that you love one another as | have loved
you.

* This looks back to 15:10 where Jesus says, “If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as | have
kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love.”

* Now, Jesus reminds them of what his commandment is.
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John 15:12

PIEELOWELDIZ, TN ThD, PIELBORENT-2ELE
X2, BRENRTZHEIZELAEWVR IV,
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"This is my commandment, that you love one another as | have loved
you.

* His commandment | that they love one another.




John 15:12

PIEELOWELDIZ, TN ThD, PIELBORENT-2ELE
X2, BRENRTZHEIZELAEWVR IV,
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"This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved
you.

* His commandment | that they love one another.

* He expects them to love one another in the same way that
he has loved them.




John 15:12

PIEELOWELDIZ, TN ThD, PIELBORENT-2ELE
X2, BRENRTZHEIZELAEWVR IV,
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"This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved
you.

* He has said this to them before (perhaps many times).




John 15:12

PIEELOWELDIZ, TN ThD, PIELBORENT-2ELE
X2, BRENRTZHEIZELAEWVR IV,
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"This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved
you.

* He has said this to them before (perhaps many times).

* In Chapter 13 we read how Jesus taught his disciples a
lesson by washing their feet, said he was going away, and
urged them to love one another as he had loved them.




Comment

* In Chapter 13, hearing Jesus say that he was going
someplace where his disciples could not follow, Peter said
that he would follow Jesus even if it cost him his life.
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Comment

* In Chapter 13, hearing Jesus say that he was going
someplace where his disciples could not follow, Peter said
that he would follow Jesus even if it cost him his life.

* As it turned out, and as Jesus foretold, Peter would not
make good on his promise. He would instead deny Christ.
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Comment

* In Chapter 13, hearing Jesus say that he was going
someplace where his disciples could not follow, Peter said
that he would follow Jesus even if it cost him his life.
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* As it turned out, and as Jesus foretold, Peter would not
make good on his promise. He would instead deny Christ.

* But we do see in Peter’s words an awareness that loyalty
unto death is the supreme measure of one’s love.




Comment

* In Chapter 13, hearing Jesus say that he was going
someplace where his disciples could not follow, Peter said
that he would follow Jesus even if it cost him his life.
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* As it turned out, and as Jesus foretold, Peter would not
make good on his promise. He would instead deny Christ.

* But we do see in Peter’s words an awareness that loyalty
unto death is the supreme measure of one’s love.

* Where Peter failed (at first) to give up his life for Christ,
Christ will not fail to give up his life for Peter, and for us.




John 15:13

Af%@ﬁ@twma%@ﬁ%%fézk\:nib%kétﬁ
ESAYAR
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Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his
friends.




John 15:13

Af%@ﬁ@twaa%@ﬁ%ﬁféck\:nib%kéﬁﬁ
ESAYAR

Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his
friends.

* | think Jesus wants them (later with the help of the Holy
Spirit) to remember his death as the ultimate measure of
his love for them.
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John 15:13

Af%@ﬁ@twaa%@ﬁ%ﬁféck\:nib%kéﬁﬁ
ESAYAR
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Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his

friends.

* | think Jesus wants them (later with the help of the Holy
Spirit) to remember his death as the ultimate measure of
his love for them.

* Then they will know that the Son of God is their friend!




John 15:14

HRIEBTEIIZOIZLBM LA 2T RBIE, HREN-ITD
~LOKTHD,
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You are my friends if you do what | command you.




John 15:14

HRIEBTEIIZOIZLBM LA 2T RBIE, HREN-ITD
~LOKTHD,
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You are my friends if you do what | command you.

* It is those for whom Jesus gave up his life on the cross
who will reciprocate that friendship through obedience to
him, even to the extent of giving up their own lives, not
just for him (as Peter vowed) but even for one another.




John 15:15

PELIZDL Y, DREDPEEE LTIV, FiZEADOL T
B EEHNORNNOTHD, PIELIZHREN 2R ERAT,
DIELORXPOEWEZ ¢S, HREVZICHOERENPLTH
B

No longer do | call you servants, for the servant does not know what his
master is doing; but | have called you friends, for all that | have heard
from my Father | have made known to you.
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John 15:15

PELIZDL Y, DREDPEEE LTIV, FiZEADOL T
B EEHNORNNOTHD, PIELIZHREN 2R ERAT,
DICLDXNPOHEWEZ &, HRIEBIICHOETENGTH
Do

No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his

master is doing; but | have called you friends, for all that | have heard
from my Father | have made known to you.

* | do not know if this is a reference to Chapter 8 (c.f. 8:36)
or if Jesus had elsewhere described them “servants,” but
the point here seems to be simply that Jesus has made
known to his disciples “all” that he heard from the Father.
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John 15:15

PELIZDL Y, DREDPEEE LTIV, FiZEADOL T
B EEHNORNNOTHD, PIELIZHREN 2R ERAT,
DIELORXPOEWEZ ¢S, HREVZICHOERENPLTH
B

No longer do | call you servants, for the servant does not know what his
master is doing; but | have called you friends, for all that | have heard
from my Father | have made known to you.

* Friendship with Christ is not just about our obedience and
corresponding reward --- as would be true for a servant.
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John 15:15

PELIZDL Y, DREDPEEE LTIV, FiZEADOL T
B EEHNORNNOTHD, PIELIZHREN 2R ERAT,
DIELORXPOEWEZ ¢S, HREVZICHOERENPLTH
B

No longer do | call you servants, for the servant does not know what his
master is doing; but | have called you friends, for all that | have heard
from my Father | have made known to you.
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* Friendship with Christ is not just about our obedience and
corresponding reward --- as would be true for a servant.

* He actually explains himself to us, just as the Father had
spoken to him.




John 15:15

DIELIED I, DRENTEZELITFIZ2YV, EIZEAOLTY
HZEEZHDBRNNPOTHDL, PR LIIHRTENRTZERKERAT,
DIZLDOXPOHNWTZZ L2, HRICBTZICHMOETZNDTH
2o

No longer do | call you servants, for the servant does not know what his

master is doing; but | have called you friends, for all that | have heard
from my Father | have made known to you.
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* Nobody, including his disciples, had understood it yet, but
when the Helper comes, He would bring Jesus words to
their remembrance and understanding, so that they can
understand what it means to be Jesus’ friend!




Comment

* Being a friend of Jesus may involve great difficulty, even
persecution, suffering, and premature death.

o™
i
(@)
()
~~
(o)
©
~
o0
(@)




Comment

* Being a friend of Jesus may involve great difficulty, even
persecution, suffering, and premature death.
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* But none of these difficulties shall be without meaning
and purpose and everlasting value.




Comment

* Being a friend of Jesus may involve great difficulty, even
persecution, suffering, and premature death.
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* But none of these difficulties shall be without meaning
and purpose and everlasting value.

* These bring glory to God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.




Comment

* Being a friend of Jesus may involve great difficulty, even
persecution, suffering, and premature death.
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* But none of these difficulties shall be without meaning
and purpose and everlasting value.

* These bring glory to God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
* They will bring to us eternal life and blessedness.




Comment

* Being a friend of Jesus may involve great difficulty, even
persecution, suffering, and premature death.
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* But none of these difficulties shall be without meaning
and purpose and everlasting value.

* These bring glory to God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
* They will bring to us eternal life and blessedness.

* Even in this world they will bring us joy and peace, not as
the world gives, but beyond all understanding.




Comment

* Being a friend of Jesus may involve great difficulty, even
persecution, suffering, and premature death.
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* But none of these difficulties shall be without meaning
and purpose and everlasting value.

* These bring glory to God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
* They will bring to us eternal life and blessedness.

* Even in this world they will bring us joy and peace, not as
the world gives, but beyond all understanding.

* Jesus has made us his friend!




John 15:16-21
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John 15:16-21
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John 15:16-21
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John 15:16-21

16 You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed
you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit
should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my
name, he may give it to you.
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17 These things | command you, so that you will love one
another.

18 "If the world hates you, know that it has hated me
before it hated you.




John 15:16-21

19 If you were of the world, the world would love you as its
own; but because you are not of the world, but | chose you
out of the world, therefore the world hates you.
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20 Remember the word that | said to you: 'A servant is not
greater than his master.' If they persecuted me, they will
also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also
keep yours.

21 But all these things they will do to you on account of my
name, because they do not know him who sent me.




John 15:16

HIRTEDTER DT LERBATEOTIIRY, LI LBRHRTIEHTZ
BATEOTHD, LT, dREVDTEEMN TR, X, bl
DIEBTHoTEZLTV, TOEPWVDDETHELITZHDTHY,
Fle, DREDPTERDELDOAIZELE > TRITRO B HDITRAT
b, XKNEZTTFIB7ZHTH S,

You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed you that you
should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that
whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you.
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John 15:16

HIRTEDTER DT LERBATEOTIIRY, LI LBRHRTIEHTZ
BATEOTHD, LT, dREVDTEEMN TR, X, bl
DIEBTHoTEZLTV, TOEPWVDDETHELITZHDTHY,
Fle, DREDPTERDELDOAIZELE > TRITRO B HDITRAT
b, XKNEZTTFIB7ZHTH S,

You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed you that you
should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that
whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you.

* Here it is probably good to remember that Jesus is
speaking specifically to his disciples --- i.e. the apostles
who would go forth and establish his Church.
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John 15:16

HIRTEDTDROIE LERBATEDTIIRY, O LBHRTENx
BATEOTHD, LT, dREVDTEEMN TR, X, bl
DIEBTHoTEZLTV, TOEPWVDDETHELITZHDTHY,
Fle, DREDPTERDELDOAIZELE > TRITRO B HDITRAT
b, XKNEZTTFIB7ZHTH S,

You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed you that you
should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that
whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you.

* Certainly it was Jesus who chose his apostles and it was
because of him that they would be able to establish his
Church and that his Church would be able to “abide.”
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John 15:16

HIRTEDTER DT LERBATEOTIIRY, LI LBRHRTIEHTZ
BATEOTHD, LT, dREVDTEEMN TR, X, bl
DIEBTHoTEZLTV, TOEPWVDDETHELITZHDTHY,
Fle, DREDPTERDELDOAIZELE > TRITRO B HDITRAT
b, XKNEZTTFIB7ZHTH S,

You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed you that you
should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that
whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you.

* Itis through the Church which these apostles established
in the name of Christ, and in whose name this Church
prays, that we who came later have been saved.
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John 15:16

HIRTEDTER DT LERBATEOTIIRY, LI LBRHRTIEHTZ
BATEOTHD, LT, dREVDTEEMN TR, X, bl
DIEBTHoTEZLTV, TOEPWVDDETHELITZHDTHY,
Fle, DREDPTERDELDOAIZELE > TRITRO B HDITRAT
b, XKNEZTTFIB7ZHTH S,

You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed you that you
should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that
whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you.

* These same words spoken to Jesus original disciples,
speak also to us, who pray to the Father in Jesus name.
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John 15:16

HIRTEDTER DT LERBATEOTIIRY, LI LBRHRTIEHTZ
BATEOTHD, LT, dREVDTEEMN TR, X, bl
DIEBTHoTEZLTV, TOEPWVDDETHELITZHDTHY,
Fle, DREDPTERDELDOAIZELE > TRITRO B HDITRAT
b, XKNEZTTFIB7ZHTH S,

You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed you that you
should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that
whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you.

* These same words spoken to Jesus original disciples,
speak also to us, who pray to the Father in Jesus name.

* Itis Christ who choses us and causes us to bear fruit.
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John 15:17

oDz 2 UADIE. BREVPEDREIZEZLEITZDTH
B
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These things | command you, so that you will love one another.




John 15:17

oDz 2 UADIE. BREVPEDREIZEZLEITZDTH
B
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These things | command you, so that you will love one another.

* Jesus commandment is that his disciples love one another.




John 15:17

oDz 2 UADIE. BREVPEDREIZEZLEITZDTH
B

These things | command you, so that you will love one another.

* Jesus commandment is that his disciples love one another.
* The words he has spoken are directed toward that end.
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John 15:17

oDz 2 UADIE. BREVPEDREIZEZLEITZDTH
B

o™
i
(@)
()
~~
(o)
©
~
o0
(@)

These things | command you, so that you will love one another.

* Jesus commandment is that his disciples love one another.
* The words he has spoken are directed toward that end.

* | believe that these words speak equally to us, insofar as
we truly are a part of the body of Christ, his Church.




John 15:17

oDz 2 UADIE. BREVPEDREIZEZLEITZDTH
B
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These things | command you, so that you will love one another.

* In the strongest possible terms, we Christians are
commanded to love one another.




John 15:17

oDz 2 UADIE. BREVPEDREIZEZLEITZDTH
B
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These things | command you, so that you will love one another.

* In the strongest possible terms, we Christians are
commanded to love one another.

* QOur love for one another is how we can know, and how
the world can know, that we truly are followers of Christ.




John 15:18

b LI DR RE=NT-2Ee RO, dRENEZLD HEICD
TFLEBATEZ &2, AloTBIBX,
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"If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you.




John 15:18

b LI DR RE=NT-2Ee RO, dRENEZLD HEICD
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"If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you.

* By “the world” John means everything except the true
church --- where love of God and love of the brethren
prevail.
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"If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you.

* By “the world” John means everything except the true
church --- where love of God and love of the brethren
prevail.

* We must not be surprised if the world hates the Church.




Comment

* In the first 12 Chapters of John’s gospel we see Jesus
presented to the world (predominately Israel), we see
him perform great signs, and we see him teach God’s own
truth. Yet the reaction of most of the world is finally to
reject his teaching and finally to reject Jesus himself.
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truth. Yet the reaction of most of the world is finally to
reject his teaching and finally to reject Jesus himself.

o™
i
(@)
()
~~
(o)
©
~
o0
(@)

* This, Jesus has explained several times before now, is
because the world rejects God and is ruled by Satan.
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* In the first 12 Chapters of John’s gospel we see Jesus
presented to the world (predominately Israel), we see
him perform great signs, and we see him teach God’s own
truth. Yet the reaction of most of the world is finally to
reject his teaching and finally to reject Jesus himself.
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* This, Jesus has explained several times before now, is
because the world rejects God and is ruled by Satan.

* We must not be surprised if the Church, which continues
the work of Christ, is reviled and persecuted by the world.




Comment

* On the contrary, wherever the Church is not reviled and
hated by the world, we have reason to be concerned as to
whether the Church is truly abiding in Christ.
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BDI-XZ oD D TR, 22T, DELBRDRTENT-%
COWENPLEPHLIZOTH D, 1206, ZOWMITHR7BT2z
EirDTH D,

If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but
because you are not of the world, but | chose you out of the world,

therefore the world hates you.
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If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but
because you are not of the world, but | chose you out of the world,
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* The Church, then and now, consists of those men and
women whom Christ has separated for himself out of the
world. As such, these people are seen to bear fruit.
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because you are not of the world, but | chose you out of the world,
therefore the world hates you.
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* Some Christian fruit is pleasing to the world.
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If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but
because you are not of the world, but | chose you out of the world,
therefore the world hates you.
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* Some Christian fruit is pleasing to the world.
* Some is not.




Discussion

* Which aspects of Christian character and behavior are
most disliked by the world?
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* Which aspects of Christian character and behavior are
most disliked by the world?
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Things we do
Things we say
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If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but
because you are not of the world, but | chose you out of the world,
therefore the world hates you.
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* Although the world hates Christians, it is worth noting that
the love of the world for its own is nothing like the love
which Christians are commanded to have for one another.
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Remember the word that | said to you: 'A servant is not greater than his
master.' If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept
my word, they will also keep yours.
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PELBRHRTENTIZ TEIXZEOEANCEZI B HDOTIE2R2W] &
Boltl t®E, BIEATWAREW, bLALXARDELEZRELE
o, BRENEEZEHLHEHETATHAY, $2. b LELRDE
LOSELZTFoTWERDL, SREVDTZOEELLSFHTHA I,

Remember the word that | said to you: 'A servant is not greater than
his master.' If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they
kept my word, they will also keep yours.

¢ Jesus said this in Chapter 13, connection with the lesson
he was teaching by washing his disciples feet.
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Remember the word that | said to you: 'A servant is not greater than his
master.' If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept
my word, they will also keep yours.

¢ Jesus said this in Chapter 13, connection with the lesson
he was teaching by washing his disciples feet.

* That was an example of humility despised even by Peter!
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Remember the word that | said to you: 'A servant is not greater than his
master.' If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept
my word, they will also keep yours.

* But | do not think that Jesus was persecuted by the world
because of his humility.
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Remember the word that | said to you: 'A servant is not greater than his
master.' If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept
my word, they will also keep yours.

* But | do not think that Jesus was persecuted by the world
because of his humility.




Discussion

* Why was Jesus persecuted?
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Discussion

* Why was Jesus persecuted?
He healed on the Sabbath.
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Discussion

* Why was Jesus persecuted?
He healed on the Sabbath.
He called God his father.
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Discussion

* Why was Jesus persecuted?
He healed on the Sabbath.
He called God his father.
He told the truth about sin and how men can be saved.
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Remember the word that | said to you: 'A servant is not greater than his
master.' If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept
my word, they will also keep yours.

* For the most part, Jesus was hated and persecuted
because of what he said.
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Remember the word that | said to you: 'A servant is not greater than his
master.' If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept
my word, they will also keep yours.

* For the most part, Jesus was hated and persecuted
because of what he said.

* The same has been true for Christians also.
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Remember the word that | said to you: 'A servant is not greater than his
master.' If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept
my word, they will also keep yours.

* The world will not tolerate the word of Christians any
more than it tolerated the word of Christ
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Remember the word that | said to you: 'A servant is not greater than his
master.' If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept
my word, they will also keep yours.

* The world will not tolerate the word of Christians any
more than it tolerated the word of Christ, unless of course
the Church alters its message to conform to the world.
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Remember the word that | said to you: 'A servant is not greater than his
master.' If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept
my word, they will also keep yours.

* A church which proclaims a message that is popular in the
world is accomplishing something that Christ himself did
not, and which Christ did not expect the Church to do!
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John 15:21

BHIXbZLOADDZIZ. HRENRTZIZHLTTIRTENLLD
TEETAHTHAY, THUE, leLEzOhbINENTE2E L
BEBRNINGLTH D,

But all these things they will do to you on account of my name, because
they do not know him who sent me.
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But all these things they will do to you on account of my name,
because they do not know him who sent me.

* Jesus expects Christians to be persecuted by the world
because of his name.
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But all these things they will do to you on account of my name, because
they do not know him who sent me.
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* Jesus expects Christians to be persecuted by the world
because of his name, because the world by definition
consists of all men and women who reject Christ, and they
reject Christ because they do not know God, the Father.




Comment

* The Apostle Paul said, “all who desire to live a godly life
in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” (2 Tim. 3:12)
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* In modern societies such as Japan, which protect
“freedom of religion,” are we persecuted?
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* The Apostle Paul said, “all who desire to live a godly life
in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” (2 Tim. 3:12)
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* In modern societies such as Japan, which protect
“freedom of religion,” are we persecuted? How?

* | think the reason why most of us are not persecuted
because of the name of Christ, is that we do not proclaim
his name in a way that threatens the world and its ruler.
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The Apostle Paul said, “all who desire to live a godly life
in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” (2 Tim. 3:12)
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* In modern societies such as Japan, which protect
“freedom of religion,” are we persecuted? How?

* | think the reason why most of us are not persecuted
because of the name of Christ, is that we do not proclaim
his name in a way that threatens the world and its ruler.

* Instead we focus on trying to live our godly life quietly,
while offending the world as little as possible.




